Virginia Downing
January 23, 1928 - March 12, 2010

Downing - Virginia T. of Dorchester passed peacefully at her beloved home on March 12,
2010.
She was the daughter of the late John J. and Mary K. (Hurley) Downing.
She was the sister of Joseph Downing, Irene K. Finnell, Lorraine O'Brien
and the late John J. and James Downing, Marie Shamber, Agnes O'Keefe, Rita Donovan
and Eleanor Langton.
She is also survived by many nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews and great great
nieces and nephews.
She was an employee of the Federal Reserve Bank of Boston for 49 years.

Events
MAR
15

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

McHoul Family Funeral Home
354 Adams Street, Dorchester, MA, US, 02122

MAR
16

Service

10:30AM

St. Ambrose Church
240 Adams Street, Dorchester, MA, US

Comments

“

Dear friend Ginny,
My Mom, Bette Johnson, became a lifelong friend and admirerer of yours the
moment you hired her back in 1970. As the years went by, Bette spoke with such
admiration about you that I came to know you through her. Your loving kindness and
friendship, along with your brillant analytic talents will remain forever in my heart. As I
remember Bette, I will always remember you, the very special gal who shares my
birthday month and day. I miss our notes to each other Gin....Love, Chris

Christina Boganski - March 30, 2010 at 01:44 PM

“

Aunt Ginny, you will be truly missed, and I was deeply sorry not to be able to come to
bid you farewell. My first vivid memory of you was many years ago at Aunt Irene's
pool where you and my father, Jack O'Keefe, tried (successfully after many hours) to
convince me to let go of the poolside and that I would not drown. Several hours later,
you were letting me save you. There would be numerous other vivid memories of
huge family gatherings where you always helped a little boy to understand how that
person he never had seen before or had forgotten was family. While I have been
away for some years now and am not so little or so young, I always think of you and
the rest of the family that I don't get to see too frequently.
Godspeed, Aunt Ginny. May you rest in peace and may perpetual light shine upon
your face. Please tell my Dad and Nana and all the other family that we're doing okay
and that we miss them. I am sure that they are happy to see you.
Love, Mark, Lupe, Camilla and Daniel

Mark O'Keefe and Family - March 21, 2010 at 02:53 AM

“

I had the opportunity to work with Ginny early in my career. What struck me most
was her desire for continuous learning. When personal computers were introduced,
most seasoned employees would run for cover; that was not the case with Ginny. In
fact, she began writing code that allowed the department to automate their
reconciliation process. Ginny had a sparkling personality that was only matched by
her beautiful smile and deep blue eyes. Despite the fact the Ginny would mistakenly
call me “Alf” I enjoyed her friendship. You will be missed--Ralph

Ralph vENTRESCO - March 17, 2010 at 08:11 AM

“

Aunt Ginny was one of the first people I met when I was welcomed into this family by
Bill's Mom and Dad, Irene and Fran Finnell. What struck me most was the sense of
family that Aunt Ginny lived by. She loved her sisters and brothers and her nieces
and nephews with all her heart, and then all of her grand nieces and nephews as the
family continued to grow. Aunt Gin was more then generous in her heart. I'll never
forget her generosity to Bill when he had an opportunity to by a hand pedaled tricycle
but we didn't have the kind of money needed to buy it. Irene just mentioned it to Gin,
and next thing we knew Aunt Gin offered to buy the tricycle so Bill would be able to
go bike riding with his kids. What a gift! We spent many hours on the bike trails of
Cape Cod sharing time with our children that we never would have had without Aunt
Gin's generosity. That bike has given us many hours of off road, off the main path
happiness...
God Bless you Aunt Gin! Thank you for all the love which you have shared with all of
us. We'll never forget you!
Love,
Bill and Michele, Paul, Melissa and Jonathan

Michele Finnell - March 14, 2010 at 02:51 PM

